Mutual aid agreement

Whereas, the political subdivisions in Montgomery County and counties adjoining said Montgomery County, to-wit Preble County, Butler County, Warren County, Greene County, Clark County, Miami County and Darke County, collectively referred to as the Greater Dayton Area Fire Departments, and Wright-Patterson Air Force Base Fire Department (WPAFB Fire Department), which are parties to this Agreement, are desirous of obtaining additional fire protection for the citizens of the various political subdivisions and WPAFB Fire Department in time of emergency, pursuant to Sections 505.44 and 9.60, Ohio Revised Code.


It is hereby mutually agreed by the parties hereto as follows:

(1) Definitions:
a. Fire service agencies shall include, in addition to general fire departments, emergency operations, hazardous materials units, environmental protection units and other related organizations dedicated to protecting life, property and the environment (excluding police services).
b. The term “fire protection” includes personal services and equipment required for the protection of life and property from fire, firefighting and/or emergency medical services.
c. The term “emergency response” includes necessary services to respond to a fire, health, safety (not including law enforcement) or environmental incident that threatens life, property or environment.
(2) All Mutual Aid Agreements previously entered into for the purpose of obtaining additional fire protection are hereby superseded by this Agreement.
(3) In the event of emergency, and upon request of another fire department by the highest ranking officer of that department on duty at the time of the emergency, each party which is a signatory to this Agreement will furnish fire department personnel and equipment, if the highest ranking officer on duty of the requested fire service agency is of the opinion that such personnel and equipment is available.  Such personnel and equipment may be recalled at the sole discretion of the highest ranking officer on duty of the fire service agency furnishing such personnel and equipment.

(4) The execution of this Agreement shall not give rise to any liability or responsibility, including but not limited to failure to respond to any request for assistance, lack of speed in answering such a request, inadequacy of equipment, negligent operation of equipment, failure to extinguish any fire, or any cause whatsoever growing out of such use of fire or other equipment and personnel, nor shall the party which issued the call be liable in any manner for damages or loss of equipment or personnel suffered by the party answering the call.  This Agreement shall not be construed as or deemed to be an Agreement for the benefit of any third party or parties, and no third party or parties shall have any right of action whatsoever hereunder for any cause whatsoever.
(5) No charge shall be made to any party (parties) to this Agreement for services rendered by any other contracting party (parties) under the provision of this Agreement.
(6) There shall be no reimbursement for loss or damage to equipment while engaged in an activity in accordance with this Agreement, nor shall there be any reimbursement for any indemnity award or premium contribution assessed against the employing party for workmen’s compensation benefits arising by reason of injury or death to a member of the defined agency of said party while engaged in rendering services under this Agreement.
(7) This Agreement shall become effective on January 1, 1989, and shall continue as a non-expiring Agreement; provided, however, that any party to this Agreement may withdraw at any time upon thirty (30) days written notice, addressed to the Chief of the defined agency or other officer in charge of each of the other parties to this Agreement, and thereafter such withdrawing party shall no longer be a party to this Agreement, but this Agreement shall continue to exist among or between the remaining parties.
(8) This agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, all of which together shall be a single instrument.  It shall not be necessary for any counterparts to be signed by more than one party.  All counterparts shall be filed with the office of the County Prosecutor of Montgomery County, Ohio, which shall be the official depository for this Agreement.  The County Prosecutor of Montgomery County, Ohio, shall send to each party to this Agreement a certificate showing the names of the signatories which have executed this Agreement, and any additions or deletions of participating parties as they occur.

